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and wounded many. Fire was at once opened on
both sides, and, although the battle lasted only a
few minutes, seven policemen were killed and about
sixty wounded, while on the side of the anarchists
four were killed and about fifty were wounded.
Ten of the anarchist leaders were promptly in-
dicted, of whom one made his escape and another
turned State's evidence. The trial of the remain-
ing eight began on June 21, 1886, and two months
later the death sentence was imposed upon seven
and a penitentiary term of fifteen years upon one.
The sentences of two of the seven were commuted
to life imprisonment; one committed suicide in his
cell by exploding a cartridge in his mouth; and
four met death on the scaffold. While awaiting
their fate they were to a startling extent regarded
as heroes and bore themselves as martyrs to a noble
cause. Six years later Illinois elected as gover-
nor John P. Altgeld, one of whose first steps was
to issue a pardon to the three who were serving
terms of imprisonment and to criticize sharply
the conduct of the trial which had resulted in the
conviction of the anarchists.

The Chicago outbreak and its result stopped the
open spread of anarchism. Organized labor now
withdrew from any sort of association with it. This